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Austin Troy: How does crime relate to urban nature?

Crime is known to be influenced by the environment, but questions 
remain as to how urban vegetation and landscaping affects it. Using 
Baltimore as a case study, the team analyzed field data from over a 
thousand properties and GIS data of the entire region and found 
that: 1) tree canopy is associated with a significant reduction in 
crime, even after adjusting for socio-economic status; 2)more 
deliberate landscaping practices are associated with a significant 
drop in crime for that block and 3)high crime parks bring down 
property values while low parks do the opposite. Results were 
published in three articles in the premiere journal Landscape and 
Urban Planning and have been cited over 600 times.
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