
defining the urban heat island
The urban heat island (UHI) is characterized by the temperature 
difference experienced in rural versus urbanized areas and, on 
average, urban areas tend to be 20 degrees warmer. The urban 
heat island is felt all-year round, but can be deadly during heat 
waves and is felt disparately in low-income communities and 
communities of color. Mitigating UHI provides opportunities for 
equitable economic development and place-making.
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Re-Zoning for success
It is recommended that a form-based code be developed and applied to the 
Academy Boulevard corridor to enhance activity and implement measures 
aimed at mitigating UHI. 
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uhi mitigating measures
	» Require shade 
trees
	» Open-space 
requirement for 
new development
	» Consider parking 
maximums
	» Shade public right of 
ways
	»  Covered parking 
stalls

	» Cool roof requirement
	» Encourage varying 
heights
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The map above demonstrates 
that there is a lack of 
vegetation and green space 
along Academy Boulevard. The 
map to the right illustrates the 
existing parking lots along a 3.5 
mile stretch of the corridor.

Academy Boulevard has 120 acres of 
parking lots within the study area
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