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A. PERTINENT WEBSITES 

Homepages 

University of Colorado Denver 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/Pages/UCDWelcomePage.aspx 

 

College of Architecture and Planning 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Department of Landscape Architecture 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/Academics/DegreeProgra

ms/MLA/Pages/MLA.aspx 

 

Centers 

Learning Landscapes Initiative (LLI) 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/Academics/DegreeProgra

ms/MLA/LearningLandscapes/Pages/LearningLandscapes.aspx 

 

Children, Youth, and Environments Center for Research and Design (CYE) 

http://www.colorado.edu/cye/programs/children-youth-environments-cye-program 

 

Center of Preservation Research (CoPR) 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/AboutCAP/ResearchCenter

s/CenterPreservationResearch/Pages/index.aspx 

 

Colorado Center for Community Development (CCCD) 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/architectureplanning/aboutcap/researchcenters

/cccd/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Center for Sustainable Urbanism 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/AboutCAP/ResearchCenter

s/CCSU/Pages/CCSU.aspx 

 

Policies 

College of Architecture and Planning Resource Guide for Faculty and Staff 

This document provides information about college and university policies and practices. 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/facultystaff/PoliciesForms/P

ages/default.aspx 

 

University of Colorado Faculty Handbook 

This site contains the official handbook for faculty and it contains links to current Regent policy. 

https://www.cu.edu/office-academic-affairs/faculty-handbook 

 

Policies of the Regents 

http://www.cu.edu/regents/regent-policy-0 

 

Laws of the Regents 

http://www.cu.edu/regents/regent-laws 

 

Downtown Denver Campus Policies 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/employees/policies/Pages/default.aspx 

 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/Pages/UCDWelcomePage.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/Academics/DegreePrograms/MLA/Pages/MLA.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/Academics/DegreePrograms/MLA/Pages/MLA.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/Academics/DegreePrograms/MLA/LearningLandscapes/Pages/LearningLandscapes.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/Academics/DegreePrograms/MLA/LearningLandscapes/Pages/LearningLandscapes.aspx
http://www.colorado.edu/cye/programs/children-youth-environments-cye-program
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/AboutCAP/ResearchCenters/CenterPreservationResearch/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/AboutCAP/ResearchCenters/CenterPreservationResearch/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/architectureplanning/aboutcap/researchcenters/cccd/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/architectureplanning/aboutcap/researchcenters/cccd/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/AboutCAP/ResearchCenters/CCSU/Pages/CCSU.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/AboutCAP/ResearchCenters/CCSU/Pages/CCSU.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/facultystaff/PoliciesForms/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/facultystaff/PoliciesForms/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cu.edu/office-academic-affairs/faculty-handbook
http://www.cu.edu/regents/regent-policy-0
http://www.cu.edu/regents/regent-laws
http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/employees/policies/Pages/default.aspx
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Miscellaneous 

Center for Faculty Development 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-

development/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Strategies for Success 

This document describes professional development tasks for tenure preparation. 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-

development/resources/Documents/SFS_Website_8-6-13.pdf 

 

Compensation\Benefits for Faculty 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/Faculty%20Co

mpensation%20-%20Downtown%20Campus%20updated%202-18-10.pdf 

 

Compensation\Benefits for Staff 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/Compensation

forClassifiedStaff.pdf 

 

Compensation\Benefits for Exempt Professionals 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/Compensation

forOEP.pdf 

 

University of Colorado Denver Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/InstitutionalResearch/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Auraria Campus Library 

http://library.auraria.edu/ 

 

University Catalog 

http://catalog.ucdenver.edu/index.php 

 

Faculty and Student Research and Creative Work 

R O O T 

http://root-land.org/ 

Inaugural Issue:  http://www.root-land.org/jeter 

 

Writing Center 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/CLAS/Centers/writing/Pages/TheWritingCenter.as

px 

 

Green Roof Initiative 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/projects/studentprojects/St

udentGallery/archive/GreenRoof/Mission/Pages/Mission.aspx 

 

http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-development/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-development/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-development/resources/Documents/SFS_Website_8-6-13.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-development/resources/Documents/SFS_Website_8-6-13.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/Faculty%20Compensation%20-%20Downtown%20Campus%20updated%202-18-10.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/Faculty%20Compensation%20-%20Downtown%20Campus%20updated%202-18-10.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/CompensationforClassifiedStaff.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/CompensationforClassifiedStaff.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/CompensationforOEP.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/HR/HRPolicesGuidlines/Documents/CompensationforOEP.pdf
http://www.ucdenver.edu/about/departments/InstitutionalResearch/Pages/default.aspx
http://library.auraria.edu/
http://catalog.ucdenver.edu/index.php
http://root-land.org/
http://www.root-land.org/jeter
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/CLAS/Centers/writing/Pages/TheWritingCenter.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/CLAS/Centers/writing/Pages/TheWritingCenter.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/projects/studentprojects/StudentGallery/archive/GreenRoof/Mission/Pages/Mission.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ArchitecturePlanning/projects/studentprojects/StudentGallery/archive/GreenRoof/Mission/Pages/Mission.aspx
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B. DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED COURSES 

REQUIRED COURSES 

 LDAR 5500 - Intro Landscape Architecture Design Studio   Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 5502 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 2  Semester Hours: 6 

 LDAR 5503 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 3  Semester Hours: 6 

 LDAR 5510 - Graphic Media in Landscape Architecture  Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 5521 - History of Landscape Architecture   Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 5532 - Landform Manipulation    Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 5540 - Introduction to GIS     Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 5572 - Landscape Ecology     Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6604 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 4  Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6605 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 5  Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6606 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 6  Semester Hours: 6 

 LDAR 6607 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 7  Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6608 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 8  Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6620 - Landscape Architecture Theory and Criticism  Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6630 - Site, Society, and Environment   Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6631 - Landscape Construction Materials and Methods Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6641 - Computer Applications in Landscape Architecture Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6949 - Research Tools, Strategies and Methods 

 LDAR 6670 - Plants in Design     Semester Hours: 3 

 LDAR 6750 - Professional Practice     Semester Hours: 3 

PROGRAM ELECTIVES 

 LDAR 5573 - Advanced Landscape Ecology 

 LDAR 6520 - Landscape Architecture in Other Cultures 

 LDAR 6624 - The Built Environment in Other Cultures I: Research Design 

 LDAR 6625 - Landscape Architecture Field Studies 

 LDAR 6632 - Site Planning 

 LDAR 6642 - Landscape Architecture Digital Design Workshop 

 LDAR 6671 - Plant Material Identification 

 LDAR 6686 - Special Topics in Landscape Architecture 

 LDAR 6710 - Landscape Representation 

 LDAR 6711 - Advanced Landscape Architectural Graphics Workshop 

 LDAR 6712 - Green Roofs/Living Systems 

 LDAR 6720 - Finding Common Ground 

 LDAR 6722 - Contested Terrains 

 LDAR 6723 - Cinema and the Landscape 

 LDAR 6724 - American Landscape Architecture 

 LDAR 6725 - Design Communications 

 LDAR 6730 - International Studies Preparation 

 LDAR 6735 - The Landscape of Food 

 LDAR 6840 - Independent Study* 

 LDAR 6910 - Teaching Assistantship *+ 

 LDAR 6930 - Landscape Architecture Internship 

 LDAR 6950 - Thesis Research + 

 LDAR 6951 - Landscape Architecture Thesis+ 

 

* requires Instructor permission 

+ requires Chair permission 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE COURSE CATALOG LISTINGS 

 

 

LDAR 5500 – Introductory Landscape Architecture Design Studio 

Introduction to basic strategies, methods and techniques of landscape architectural design and 

representational techniques. Explores fundamental issues of spatial form and landscape experience and 

meaning. Coreq: LDAR 5510. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 5501 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 1 

Introduction to basic strategies, methods and techniques of landscape architectural design and 

representational techniques. Explores fundamental issues of spatial form and landscape experience and 

meaning. Semester Hours: 6. 

 

LDAR 5502 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 2 

Problem-based studio course covers strategies, methods and techniques of landscape architectural design 

with emphasis in more complex social and urban issues, design processes and development and the 

application of theory and research. Prereq: LDAR 5501 or permission of department chair. Semester Hours: 

6. 

 

LDAR 5503 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 3 

Problem-based studio covering the approaches, techniques and means for planning and designing sites to 

accommodate development program on a particular site within an identifiable context. Covers issues 

definition, site analysis, programming, development of design strategies, evaluation site planning, and 

communication. Prereq: LDAR 5501 and LDAR 5502 or permission of department chair. Semester Hours: 6. 

 

LDAR 5510 - Graphic Media in Landscape Architecture 

Introduces basic principles and methods associated with analog and digital drawing-plan, sections, 

perspectives, color, shading, composition and projection. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 5521 - History of Landscape Architecture 

Intro survey course fosters workable understanding of landscape architecture design history and theory 

and offers a base for understanding trends and ideas influencing contemporary practice. Emphasizes 

Western Europe and the United States from Egyptian antiquity to early twentieth century. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 5532 - Landform Manipulation 

Focuses on the fundamental technical aspects of landscape architectural design and site engineering of 

related topography, grading, drainage design, landform manipulation, earthwork calculations, and road 

alignment. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 5540 – Introduction to GIS 

An introduction to GIS as a set of strategies, methods and techniques used to facilitate the inventory and 

analysis of complex systems. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 5572 - Landscape Ecology 

Course emphasizes continuity and change in an ecology of the natural and man-made landscape. 

Focuses on biological, geophysical, cultural, and perceptual factors involved in landscape, spatial 

organization, and urban and regional structure. Introduces field ecology for landscape architecture. 

Semester Hours: 3. 
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LDAR 5573 - Advanced Landscape Ecology  

Critically investigates the performance of complex landscape systems on multiple spatial and temporal 

scales, with emphasis on the interaction of human and non-human systems. May address issues of 

sustainability, disaster recovery, mitigation, etc. Prereq: LDAR 5572 or URPL 6500. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6520 - Landscape Architecture in Other Cultures 

Study Abroad. Various studies of landscape architecture, architecture, urbanism, and design in foreign 

countries. Semester Hours: 1 to 9. 

 

LDAR 6604 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 4 

Intermediate landscape design studios engage design projects and topics that cover diverse design 

approaches, contexts, and landscape processes at various scales and complexities. Design projects will 

vary. Students are expected to expand their graphic, oral communication, and design skills. Prereq: LDAR 

5501, 5502, 5503 or permission of department chair. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6605 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 5 

Intermediate landscape design studios engage design projects and topics that cover diverse design 

approaches, contexts, and landscape processes at various scales and complexities. Design projects will 

vary. Students are expected to expand their graphic, oral communication, and design skills. Prereq: LDAR 

5501, 5502, 5503, 6604 or permission of department chair. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6606 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 6 

Advanced landscape architecture design studio covering situations of urbanization and change at various 

scales and complexities. Prereq: LDAR 5501, 5502, 5503, 6604, 6605 or permission of department chair. 

Semester Hours: 6. 

 

LDAR 6607 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 7 

Advanced landscape design studios engage design projects and topics that cover diverse design 

approaches, contexts, and landscape processes at various scales and complexities. Design projects will 

vary. Students are expected to demonstrate mastery of graphic, oral communication, and design skills. 

Prereq: LDAR 5501, 5502, 5503, 6604, 6605, 6606 or permission of department chair. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6608 - Landscape Architecture Design Studio 8 

Advanced landscape design studios engage design projects and topics that cover diverse design 

approaches, contexts, and landscape processes at various scales and complexities. Design projects will 

vary. Students are expected to demonstrate mastery of graphic, oral communication, and design skills. 

Prereq: LDAR 5501, 5502, 5503, 6604, 6605, 6606, 6607 or permission of department chair. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6620 - Landscape Architecture Theory and Criticism 

Explores and assesses theory in landscape architecture and the concepts, ideas and discourses underlying 

contemporary design approaches. Emphasizes developing critical understanding of the roles and agency 

of theoretical inquires in landscape architecture in relation to aligned disciplines. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6624 - The Built Environment in Other Cultures I: Research Design 

Intends to broaden students’ perspectives by asking them to examine design within another culture. 

Students prepare a proposal of study including a statement of the problem to be addressed, the type of 

field research to be undertaken, and the nature of the report to be produced. Cross-listed with ARCH 6715. 

Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6625 - Landscape Architecture Field Studies 

Critical field evaluation of built works of landscape architecture using methodological approaches like field 

measurement, mapping, sketches, photography, written evaluations and applied research. It may also 

assess the performative aspects of designed landscapes. Semester Hours: 3. 
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LDAR 6630 – Site, Society, and Environment 

Sites are defined by relationships within environmental and social settings. Therefore site design should be 

primarily ethical and secondarily technical. This course examines the implications of this idea through site 

methodologies, conceptual construction of site, site analysis and site typologies. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6631 - Landscape Construction Materials and Methods 

Develops understanding of detailed design processes, construction materials and selection of construction 

methods and documents. Typically taken with LDAR 6605 and 6606 (LDAR Design Studios 5 and 6). 

Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6632 - Site Planning 

Focuses on site planning processes, criteria and decision-making. Includes research, site analysis, and data 

synthesis as they relate to site context and design concepts. Also addresses site work (grading and 

drainage, utilities), cost computation, and creating site and building program. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6641 - Computer Applications in Landscape Architecture 

Introduces digital technologies and methods commonly used in Landscape Architecture including primarily 

CADD, visualization, simulation, graphic design, and other emerging applications. Includes hands-on 

exercises. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6642 - Landscape Architecture Digital Design Workshop 

Provides hands-on experiences in the principles, software, and theories for emergent 3-D and 4-D design in 

landscape architectural practice and research. Prereq: LDAR 6641. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6670 - Plants in Design 

Explores the challenges, opportunities and responsibilities of designing with living, growing, and ever-

changing organisms. Students learn to identify plants that are commonly used in the Colorado region and 

the principles, theories, methods, and techniques for planting design. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6671 - Plant Material Identification 

Students learn the names, characteristics and site requirements of plants including trees, shrubs, ground 

covers and perennials commonly used in built works in the Colorado region. Methods are transferable to 

other regions. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6686 - Special Topics in Landscape Architecture 

Various topical concerns are offered in landscape architecture history, theory, elements, concepts, 

methods, implementation strategies, and other related areas. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6710 - Landscape Representation 

Focuses on developing critical understanding of various advanced manual and digital representation and 

visualization techniques in landscape analysis and design. Provides frameworks to identify the most 

appropriate techniques depending on content, context and audience. Prereq: LDAR 5510. Semester Hours: 

3. 

 

LDAR 6711 - Advanced Graphics Landscape Architecture 

Focuses on developing practical and applied expertise in various manual and digital visualization and 

representation techniques and media used for enhanced effectiveness in visual communication. Semester 

Hours: 3. 
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LDAR 6712 - Green Roofs/Living Systems 

The primary objective for this seminar is to give students a general understanding of green roof systems, 

vegetated roofs above underground architecture and vertical vegetated systems. The seminar will engage 

in critiques and discussions using international, national and local case studies, covering history, typologies, 

function, design, master planning and costs. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6720 - Finding Common Ground 

Focuses on principles and societal variables that influence the structure of urban neighborhood space 

through research application. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6722 - Contested Terrains 

Explores the different processes, factors and forces and determines and influences occupation, land use 

and built form through the phenomena of conflict and contestation. Design is inherently located within the 

disputes and discourses involving landscape as location and resource. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6723 - Cinema and the Landscape 

Explores the relationships between landscape and film through theoretical and practical investigations. 

Explores film’s roles in understanding and investigating landscapes, their dynamic qualities and processes, 

and issues related to film’s capacity to construct spatial meaning. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6724 - American Landscapes 

Historical, theoretical and critical evaluation of the development of American landscapes. May cover the 

economic, philosophical and social trends behind changes in the landscape as well as the intellectual and 

contextual changes to the theory and practice of landscape architecture. Prereq: LDAR 5521 Semester 

Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6725 – Design Communications 

In this seminar students will learn research and writing skills to produce articles in clear, readable, and 

substantial prose, from academic criticism to general interest reviews; writing forms and styles, including 

essays, reports, award applications and writing for oral presentation; and editing basics. Prereq: History 

and/or theory of landscape architecture or architecture. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6730 – International Studies Preparation 

The course will prepare students to go to China, for 10-day International Summer School, 5-week China 

Summer Urban Design Joint Studio, 9-month Gensler Internship, and 1-year LA Dual Degree program. Topics 

include historic, geographic and cultural issues, and language lessons. Cross-listed with ARCH 6730, URBN 

6730, and URPL 6730. Semester Hours: 1 to 3. 

 

LDAR 6735 – The Landscape of Food 

An examination of the reciprocal relationships between landscapes and patters of food production, 

distribution, and consumption. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6750 - Professional Practice 

Explores the essential elements of professional practice and equips students with the fundamental 

knowledge and skills requisite to understand and participate in this practice. Covers office organization, 

project management, contracts, professional ethics and non-traditional careers. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6840 - Independent Study 

Studies initiated by students or faculty and sponsored by a faculty member to investigate a special topic or 

problem related to landscape architecture or urban design. Semester Hours: 1 to 3. Prerequisite: Permission 

of instructor. 
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LDAR 6910 - Teaching Assistantship 

Work with a faculty member in a course to assist with course preparation and delivery and learn teaching 

practices. Semester Hours: 3. Prerequisite: Permission of program chair and instructor. 

 

LDAR 6930 - Landscape Architecture Internship 

This experiential learning course provides students the opportunity to participate in and reflect on the 

practice of landscape architecture by working in a design office. Students will reflect on and critically 

analyze issues such as leadership, management and collaboration. Prerequisite: This course may only be 

taken once during a student’s academic career and is to be taken after the first year of graduate study. 

Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6949 - Research Tools, Strategies and Methods 

Introduces students to research in landscape architecture and related fields and disciplines. Provides 

students with research practices, methods, and methodologies and a critical framework to identify suitable 

approaches based on diverse projects and contexts. Supports studio, independent study and thesis. Cross-

listed with ARCH 6473. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6950 - Thesis Research 

Student works closely with a landscape architecture faculty advisor and thesis committee to develop the 

thesis through focused research. Research might entail both written and graphic inquiry leading to specific 

products with conclusive ideas setting the stage for final thesis. Prereq: LDAR 6949 and permission of 

department chair. Semester Hours: 3. 

 

LDAR 6951 - Landscape Architecture Thesis 

The Landscape Architecture thesis is expected to advance the field of landscape architecture by offering 

new insights into aspects of design, technology, history or professional principles. In this course, the student 

continues to work independently, but closely with a landscape architecture faculty advisor and thesis 

committee to complete the thesis. The thesis might take on different final forms (written volume, drawings, 

maps, digital images), depending on the subject inquiry. For further information on the Landscape 

Architecture Thesis Track consult the Landscape Architecture Thesis Guidelines. Prereq: LDAR 6949 and 

6950. Semester Hours: 6. 
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THESIS GUIDELINES 

The following section contains: 

 Thesis Process Guide 

 Evaluative Checklist for Thesis Proposals 

 Guidelines on the Process of a Graduate Thesis 
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C. PROGRAM ANNUAL ASSESSMENT REPORTS AND FEEDBACK 
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July 17, 2013 

To: Lori Catalano, Ann Komara 

From: Kenneth Wolf, Outcomes Assessment Committee 

Re: Feedback on the 2012-2013 Assessment Results Report for Landscape Architecture 

 

Kudos AGAIN this year to the Landscape Architecture program. The LA program exemplifies 

the best in outcomes assessment, thoughtfully using the process to engage in continuous 

improvement in learning and teaching and overall program design.  

 

The program has an excellent outcomes assessment system in place. The program has identified 

key learning outcomes and measured student learning through a variety of rubric-guided 

measures. The assessment results are then used to inform program improvement decisions. 

 

The longitudinal data collection from 2007-2013 is impressive (as are the tables displaying the 

results!) as is the thoughtful analysis of the results for each studio for each of the program 

learning outcomes.  

 

Impressive! 
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July 8, 2014 

To: Lori Catalano, Ann Komara 

From: Kenneth Wolf, Outcomes Assessment Committee 

Re: Feedback on the 2013-2014 Assessment Results Report for Landscape Architecture 

 

Kudos once again this year to the Landscape Architecture program. The LA program exemplifies the best 

in outcomes assessment, thoughtfully using the process to engage in continuous improvement in learning 

and teaching and overall program design.  

 

The program has an excellent outcomes assessment system in place. The program has identified key 

learning outcomes and measured student learning through a variety of rubric-guided measures. The 

assessment results are then used to inform program improvement decisions. As well, students appear to be 

performing at high levels both within the program and outside of it (e.g., numerous student applications 

for external awards and scholarships).  

 

The program is ambitious in its vision and has used the assessment process to improve its effectiveness. 

Examples include the program’s careful analysis of assessment results (e.g., “Most students have a 

reasonable commend of representational conventions and media, but lack critical insight in medium-

content relations.”). As well, the program has many plans for future improvements. Examples include 

possibly hiring a teaching assistant to help international students in assimilating more quickly into the 

program, developing methods for assessing students’ understanding of ethics related to the field of 

landscape architecture, and arranging for workshops on rubric development and written communication.  

 

Impressive! 
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June 3, 2015 

To: Lori Catalano, Ann Komara 

From: Kenneth Wolf, Outcomes Assessment Committee 

Re: Feedback on the 2014-2015 Assessment Results Report for Landscape Architecture 

 

Kudos once again this year to the Landscape Architecture program. The LA program exemplifies the best 

in outcomes assessment, thoughtfully using the process to engage in continuous improvement in learning 

and teaching and overall program design.  

 

The program has an excellent outcomes assessment system in place. The program has identified key 

learning outcomes and measured student learning through a variety of rubric-guided measures. The 

assessment results are then used to inform program improvement decisions. As well, students appear to be 

performing at high levels. 

 

The program is ambitious in its vision and has used the assessment process to improve its effectiveness. 

Examples include the program’s careful analysis of assessment results (e.g., “The department’s survey of 

students gathered information required by the professional accrediting body. This survey also asked 

students to rate their level of confidence for all of the program level learning outcomes (except 

research).”). As well, the program has many plans for future improvements. Examples include “Develop 

and require a drawing skills workshop the week before classes begin for incoming students who do not 

have drawing experience, and reinstitute the graphic media class for students in their first semester.” 

 

Simply superb!  

 

PS: I think this report could be turned into a publishable manuscript in a generic teaching journal (e.g., 

Journal of Effective Teaching) or, if LA has a journal or conference that focuses on teaching (and 

curriculum and assessment) that could be an outlet as well.  

 

PPS: Note that portfolios are one of Dr. Kenneth Wolf’s scholarly areas, and though it is in the context of 

student and teacher assessment in K-12 schools, the general principles apply across different contexts. He 

would be glad to assist in the portfolio conceptualization and implementation process. 
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D. STUDENT SURVEYS 

 

This section contains two surveys:  

 

1) MLA Student Survey conducted by the department (Spring 2015) 

 

This survey was conducted to gather information from the current students enrolled in the Masters 

Landscape Architecture program.  The information collected as a result will be used to make 

informed decisions concerning the program and its effectiveness. 

 

2) 2014 Student Survey conducted by the students (Fall 2014) 

 

In the fall of 2014 students came to the faculty expressing discontent with some aspects of 

program.  The faculty was aware of these issues but the issues were affecting students more then 

initially thought.  This survey was intended to gather information about the educational experience 

of current students as well as to open a formal dialogue between the student body and faculty.  

The survey questions were written by two students: ASLA Student Chapter President Dan Wheeler 

(3rd year) and Urban Horticulture Club Treasurer Kelly Finkowski (2nd year).  Associate Professor and 

Chair Ann Komara and Senior Instructor and Associate Chair Lori Catalano helped them revise the 

survey for more clarity prior to distribution. 
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2) 2014 Student Survey conducted by the students (Fall 2014) 
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E. FACULTY SURVEY 

 

This survey was conducted to gather information from the faculty of the Master of Landscape Architecture 

program.  The information collected and analyzed will be used for making overall recommendations to the 

MLA program.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

0.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Developing funded grants

Attendance at conferences

Other professional development

Computers and appropriate
software

Other types of equipment

Technical Support

Please rate the level of financial support that you receive from the University of 
Colorado in the following areas.  (1 = no support, 3 = moderate support, 5 = 

exceptional support)

3.40 3.60 3.80 4.00 4.20 4.40

Policies

Expectations and procedures for annual
evaluations

Tenure and promotion

Program goals and outcomes

Please rate the Landscape Architecture Program's ability to communicate in the 
following areas: (1 = Not effective, 3 = Somewhat effective, 5 = Very effective)
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How often do you feel your administrative/faculty assignments allow for 
sufficient opportunity to pursue advancement and professional 

development?

Not often

Sometimes

Very often

0.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00

Faculty advisor for student organizations

College level  committees and task forces

Alumni events

Career & academic advising

International student support

Faculty search committees

Please rate your level of involvement in the following service areas:
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How appropriate is the office space provided?

Not appropriate

Somewhat appropriate

Very Appropriate

3.60 3.80 4.00 4.20 4.40 4.60 4.80

Access to computer
equipment and software

Hardware and software
maintenance, updating

and replacement

Hours of use

Please rate the Landscape Architecture Program in the following areas as they 
relate to information systems and technical support. (1 = Not effective, 3 = 

Somewhat effective, 5 = Very effective)
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Are the library hours of operation convenient and adequate to serve the 
needs of faculty?

Not convenient

Somewhat convenient

Very Convenient
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F. ALUMNI SURVEY 

 

This survey was conducted to gather information from alumni of the Master of Landscape Architecture 

program.  The information collected and analyzed will be used for making overall recommendations to the 

MLA program.   
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G. PROFESSIONAL INPUT SESSION AGENDA AND SURVEY RESULTS 
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H. COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING BYLAWS
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I.  REQUIREMENTS FOR M ARCH AND M URP DUAL DEGREES, AND GIS CERTIFICATE
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